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Client

ABB
Project

West Weybridge Reactor
Location

West Weybridge - Surrey

Dates

2017
Value

£424k

The main project involved the construction of an extension to the West Weybridge substation.
The Project

Our Involvement
We were engaged to construct a bund wall around the 275kV transformer. The purpose of this is to ensure 

the capture of any leaks of fuel and other materials from the installation.

Challenges 

Use of tracked vehicles to move equipment
We used small tracked vehicles to move equipment and tools around the site to avoid any risk of making 

contact with overhead power lines. This also meant that manual handling risks were reduced.

The key challenge is working within the live substation with its overhead powerlines. We ensured that all 

staff were fully trained in the safety protocols operated by the main client as well as our own site rules.

Innovation
To avoid the risks of connecting with overhead power lines we decided to introduce 2 innovations:

Use of hand digging wherever possible
We introduced this unusual method to remove the risks involved in using mechanical diggers, such as 

making contact with overhead power lines.

Added Value
We realised that there were no protected identified walkways around the site, such as between the canteen 

and our construction site. In light of this, we introduced clearly marked walkways with barrier protection to 

further improve safe transit of the site by all staff.

Project was completed 4 weeks ahead of schedule.
Key Achievements

“�e team from SCL were brought into Canterbury to primarily carry out deep drainage works but 

whilst on site, carried out a number of civil construction activities including groundworks, brickwork, 

excavations and backfilling.

�e team were punctual, reliable, had full training to work on National Grid sites, showed a good 

understanding of their surroundings and clearly had a good understanding / experience of working 

within live substations.

SCL worked diligently, to a good quality of work. I would be happy to have SCL back on any future 

projects I manage.”
Mick Walls

Site Manager, Power Grids, Grid Integration (PGGI)
ABB
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